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SUBJECT: DECREE 223 PROPERTY CASES: DRAFT DIPLOMATIC NOTE 

REF: STATE 150131 

1 . EMBASSY AGREES IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO MAINTAIN 
MOMENTUM ESTABLISHED IN CONVERSATIONS HERE AND IN 
WASHINGTON ON DECREE 223 PROPERTY CASES BY DELIVERING 
NOTE ALONG LINES SET FORTH IN REFTEL. AMBASSADOR'S 
AND EMBASSY'S RECENT TALKS WITH ROMANIAN OFFICIALS 
FROM FINMIN NICULESCU DOWN HAVE UNDERLINED GOR'S 
COMMITMENT TO POSITIVE SOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM, AND 
IT IS OUR IMPRESSION THAT GOR IS AWARE OF IMPORTANCE 
WE ATTACH TO SUCH SOLUTION AND ATTEMTPING TO FIND 
ONE. BY BRINGING GSP LINK TO GOR'S ATTENTION AT 

THIS POINT, NOTE SHOULD GIVE HELPFUL ADDED IMPETUS 
TO THIS EFFORT. 

2. IN EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT, NOTE WOULD ACHIEVE MAXIMUM 
IMPACT IF DEPARTMENT WERE TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE 
CERTAIN ALTERATIONS IN DRAFT TEXT SET FORTH PARAS 6 
AND 8 REFTEL. 

3. RE PARA 6, SEARCH FOR POSITIVE SOLUTIONS IS 
UNFORTUNATELY WRAPPED AROUND CERTAIN QUESTIONS OF 
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PRINCIPLE FOR GOR, AND WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE TO CITE SPECIFIC CONVERSATIONS 
WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS IN SUPPORT OF OUR CASE, AND MOST 
PRODUCTIVE TO MAKE OUR POINT BY GENERALIZED REFERENCE. 

ROMANIANS ARE WELL AWARE AT THIS POINT OF COMMITMENTS 
UNDERTAKEN IN THESE CONVERSATIONS, BUT NONE HAVE BEEN 
COMMITTED TO PAPER; DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER PATAN HAS 
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MOVED ON TO OTHER WORK AND FUNCTIONS IN GOR NOT 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO U.S.-GOR RELATIONS (SO THAT 
STATEMTNTS BY HIM, IF CITED, ARE SUBJECT TO DISAVOWAL); 
AND PRESIDENTIAL COMMITMENT IS SO VAGUE AS NOT TO MERIT 
CITATION IN DIPLOMATIC NOTE. FOR PURPOSE OF THIS NOTE, 

IT SHOULD THUS BE SUFFICIENT, IN OUR VIEW, TO RECALL 
FACT OF COMMITMENTS. THEREFORE, WE WOULD PROPOSE 
REDRAFT OF PARA 6 AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT. THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED BY THE REPEATED 
ASSURANCES RECEIVED IN RECENT YEARS FROM SENIOR OFFI- 
CIALS OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF ROMANIA THAT A 
POSITIVE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM WOULD BE FOUND WHICH 
WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THE LAWS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES 
AND CONSONANT WITH THE REQUIREMENTS AND PRACTICES OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE GOOD RELATIONS WE ENJOY. 

FOR THIS REASON, THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY HAS CON- 
TINUED TO SEEK SOLUTIONS ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS TO 
PROBLEMS POSED BY INDIVIDUAL CLAIMS. ALTHOUGH THIS 
APPROACH HAS NOT YET YEILDED SATISFACTORY 
RESULTS, WE BELIEVE BOTH GOVERNMENTS HAVE A STRONG 
INTEREST IN PURPOSEFUL CONTINUATION OF THESE EFFORTS. 

END TEXT. 

4. RE PARA 8, IT SEEMS TO US POINT WOULD BE MOST 
EFFECTIVELY MADE IF COUCHED IN CONFIDENT TERMS 
WHICH ASSUME, AGAIN, MORE STRENUOUS GOOD-FAITH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BUCHAR 04119 141451Z 

EFFORTS FROM GOR. ACCORDINGLY, WE SUGGEST FOLLOWING 
REVISION. BEGIN TEXT. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE ASSURANCES OF CON- 
CERN AND GOOD WILL ON THE PART OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF ROMANIA, 

IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION WHICH EXISTS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS, SHOULD PROVIDE AN APPRO- 
PRIATE AND SUFFICIENT BASIS FOR EARLY RESOLUTION OF 
CLAIMS OF UNITED STATES NATIONALS FOR THE APPROPRIATION 
OF PROPERTY UNDER THE TERMS OF DECREE 223/1974. IF 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF ROMANIA 
SHARES THIS VIEW, IT WOULD NOT APPEAR NECESSARY AT 
THIS TIME TO RECONSIDER THE CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY 
OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF ROMANIA FOR THE BENE- 
FITS OF THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES, IN 
LIGHT OF THE ABOVE-NOTED REQUIREMENTS OF INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW AND THE TRADE ACT OF 1974. END TEXT. 

5. ADVISE. 

AGGREY 
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